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               Pastor Paul Horn 

Surely the Day is Coming

I.  It will burn like a furnace

II.   The sun of righteousness will rise

“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire," says the LORD Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.” 
In the name of him who has promised his Christians: "I am coming soon!" dear Friends:

Those of you over 70, do you remember where you were and what you were doing on Sunday, December 7, 1941? A man who is a little over 70 recently told me that he was a seventh grader sitting in a rocking chair in front of the family radio, listening to a Chicago Bears' championship game featuring a Minnesota Gopher running back named Bronco Nagurski, when that game was interrupted by a news bulletin announcing that Japanese bombers, without warning, had attacked America's naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, killing over 2500 people and leaving another thousand wounded.
 
All of you over 50, do you remember where you were and what you were doing on Thursday, November 22, 1963?  My mother tells me that she was in grade school and had come in from recess. They were about to begin spelling class, when the pastor came running into the room and told the teacher he had some news to share with the class.  The radio had just informed him that President John F. Kennedy died at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, Texas of gunshot wounds from an assassin's rifle.  The pastor asked them all to bow their heads in prayer. 

September 11, 2001!  Everyone of us here this morning who's at least ten years old remembers where we were and what we were doing on that awful Tuesday when those hijacked airplanes crashed into the twin towers and the Pentagon.

You know, there have always been events in world history which the people living at that moment will never forget where they were and what they were doing. My fellow Christians, there is another world-changing event on the horizon. Every human being who has ever lived on this earth will be there to experience its effects. No one is ever going to forget it. It's the day when Jesus Christ returns to this world and brings it to an end. What you will be doing on that day? Where will you be not on, but after that Great Day is over? This is the more important question we need to ask. I invite you now to listen carefully with both your ears and your hearts to the words recorded by the last of the Lord's Old Testament prophets. Those words describe the day of Jesus’ return.  Surely that day is coming soon, when it will burn like a furnace and the sun of righteousness will rise.  

I.  It will burn like a furnace
"Surely the day is coming…" says the LORD Almighty. This is the moment in history Job was talking about when he said, "I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God." (Job 19:25,26)  This is the moment in history the aged disciple John spoke of when he wrote in the last book of the Bible, "Look! He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him." (Rev 1:7)  "Surely the day is coming…" says the LORD Almighty. This is the moment in history Jesus promised when he declared, "The time is coming when all who are in the graves will hear my voice and come out." (John 5:28)  This is that inescapable moment in history for each man, woman, and child Paul was preaching about when he said, "God has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed." and as he later he told his Corinthian congregation: "We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ."  

How does the thought of Judgment Day make you feel?  Do its thoughts fill you with dread and fear?  Does the thought of its coming fill you with indescribable joy and excitement?  Or just maybe, the thought of Judgment Day fills you with none of these thoughts because, honestly, you really don’t want to think about it at this time in your life.  Is it because there’s so much more to do and see?  Is it because there’s so much you want to accomplish?  Or is it because we hold on to this life and the world so much, we don’t want to see it go?  "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace.”  A furnace is much more intense than that large metal box in your basement that pumps out heat.  Furnace is blazing heat, so hot that you cannot go near it.  That Last great Day of the LORD will burn like a furnace.  It will be a quick, fast moving fire.  In 2Peter 3:7,10 the apostle describes what will burn on that day, “By the same word [of God] the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment…the heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”  All of this stuff that we regard as so precious and important; those buildings and institutions which this world says makes it so great; all those places and activities which this world says make it such a fun place to live; all those expensive toys and material things which this world says are so important to have, all of that will go up in flames and disappear.  But that’s not the only thing that will burn on the Last Day.          
“All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire," says the LORD Almighty.  John in his revelation of Jesus Christ saw this, “Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among rocks of the mountains.  They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!”  (Rev 6:15,16)   The arrogant and every evildoer would rather seek escape through death than continue to suffer through eternal judgment in hell.  And on that Last Day how are they going to hide, not just themselves but the evil they have done?  Malachi prophesied, "Not a root or branch will be left to them."  If you’ve ever visited a forest after a fire has swept through, you will notice that some hearty tree stumps remain.  Their roots are still firm in the ground, protected from the fire.  But the LORD Almighty says that not even the roots will be spared.  Everything will be destroyed on earth and in the earth.  More importantly everything and everyone will be exposed.  Every deed carried out with arrogance, every evil word spoken, every inappropriate thought of jealousy, anger or hate will be revealed.  Everything buried in the recesses of their hearts and minds attempting to hide from God will be manifested.  That’s not just the unbelievers that do these things.  That’s you and me.  
That’s why this text was give to us Christians as a warning.   Malachi didn't tell his generation or ours about this day to scare the daylights out of us. He did it so that we would prepare for it. You see, even though we may be church-going people, we need that warning.  So often our faith in Jesus is lukewarm and our attachment to this world is far stronger than we want to admit, and so many times our daily thoughts are centered much more on the here and now than they are on the hereafter. Thank God he had his prophet write these last words of the Old Testament down for us to hear today.
 
II.   The sun of righteousness will rise
"But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing on its wings."  How many of you have ever woken up in the middle of the night and couldn’t get back to sleep, worrying about your future, your family, your health, a bad dream or whatever else was on your mind, as you looked around your bedroom you were frightened by the shadows and dark images?  But then when the sun finally started to peek over the eastern sky and little rays of light began to shine in your room it wasn’t all that bad.  The scary shadow was a vacuum cleaner or a shirt on a hanger.  Your worried and anxious thoughts slowly disappeared.  Things are better in the daylight.  The Last Day of Judgment will be the same way for you and me when we look at it in the light of the rising sun of righteousness.  

That Last Day of Judgment will be terrible for those who reject Christ as their Savior, for those who have turned away and have not followed Jesus to the end – Jesus will say to them, “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and all his angels.”  (Matt 25:41)  “But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.”  Think about that…the wings of the sun.  The sun’s rays….they extend to every corner of the world.  The sun’s glorious rays bring light and a sense of healing to all people.  So also everything is better in the sunshine of the Son of God.  The light of Christ’s righteousness extends to every part of the world.  The sunlight of Christ’s righteousness touches every corner of your soul.  Christ’s righteousness will be yours on the Last Day.  Actually, it already is yours.  

The light of Christ first shone in your hearts when you were made a child of Christ through water and the Word.  The light of Jesus continues to dwell in you as you hear the great things he has done for you.  The Son of God shines in your soul as you come to the Lord’s Table to receive the assurance that your sins have been paid in full.  So that when you stand before the Judge on His Last great Day, he will declare you not guilty of all of your sins.  He has already.  He looks at three important days in world history; Good Friday, that great day when his Son Jesus died on the cross for your sins.  That day when Jesus took your sins and placed them on himself, allowing himself to be declared guilty in your place, when he took his righteousness and gave it to you.  He looks at Easter Sunday, that great day when his Son guaranteed your eternal life by rising from the dead.  He looks at the great day of Ascension when his Son promised to return to take you home to be with him.  Surely that Day is coming soon.

Dear friends, where will you be on Judgment Day?  What will you be doing?  I do not know where I will be or what I will be doing.  But I do know that I don’t have to be afraid of Judgment Day and neither do you.  The doom of destruction is replaced with the joy of righteousness.  The darkness of a guilty conscience and sin is replaced with the light of righteousness - the holiness and perfection of Jesus Christ.  The fear of judgment is replaced with the confidence of a “not guilty” verdict.  May the Holy Spirit keep us faithful to His Word so that with joy we look forward to the Last Day of Judgment and the Day of our eternal salvation, the Day Jesus will say to you, “Come you who are blessed by my Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you before the creation of the world.” (Matt 25:34) Come quickly, Lord Jesus.  Amen.   

